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Established in 2004 with the support 
of the Henry Luce Foundation,  the 
Center for World Christianity seeks 
to support the Seminary’s mission to 
prepare men and women for ministry 
in a global context. As an academic 
field, World Christianity encompasses 
the traditional areas of mission studies, 
ecumenical studies, and the study of 
world religions. The work of the Center 
at NYTS builds upon these disciplines 
as it seeks to move beyond them to 
engage areas of ministry in global urban 
contexts more intentionally. Programs 
of the Center include special courses, an 
annual major lecture, publication of the 
online Journal of World Christianity, 
research professor appointments, and 
a variety of collaborations with other 
institutions such as Auburn Seminary. 
Additional support for faculty and 
students interested in better 
understanding and engaging 
Christianity as a truly world religion 
today is also available.

aPPlicant for Master PrograMs shoulD: 

•     possess a BA, BS, or equivalent undergraduate degree from an accredited four-year college 
 (applicants holding degrees or diplomas from another country may be required to provide a translated copy     
       and to provide further information to help the admissions committee determine equivalency)

•     demonstrate evidence of an ability to do graduate level study, primarily assessed through the written 
       answers to the application essay questions and through recommendations

•     be able to articulate an understanding of their call to ministry in a manner that is appropriate to 
      their own experience and faith tradition

•     belong to a community of faith or have a specific ministry setting in which the applicant exercises 
 responsibility

contact inforMation

 Vocational Discernment           Registrar’s Office         Business Office
         212-870-1212               212-870-1233          212-870-1219

    Financial Aid Office      Office of Academic Affairs           Secretary of Academic Affairs
         212-870-1229      212-870-1225                  212-870-1266

PrograM centers

Education for ministry takes place in a variety of ways at NYTS. The primary delivery system for learning is in courses 
that are offered in a classroom, online, or through field-based supervised ministry experience, but these do not exhaust the 
possibilities. Learning at NYTS is student-centered. The Seminary supports several centers whose programs are an integral 
part of its overall life and learning even as they reach beyond the typical classroom or supervised ministry site placement.

In January of 2005, NYTS launched 
under the direction of the late Dr. 
Lowell Livezey, a new project entitled 
Ecologies of Learning. Funded by a 
major grant from the Lilly Endowment, 
Ecologies of Learning quickly grew to 
become a major resource not only for 
NYTS but for the churches and the 
wider religious community of the New 
York Metropolitan region. In 2009 
Ecologies of Learning  became the 
Center for the Study and Practice of 
Urban Religion (CSPUR).  Its programs 
continue to reach far beyond the 
Seminary’s classrooms to engage 
pastors, lay people, congregations, 
denominational leaders, church 
agencies, educators, and students in 
interactive learning processes designed 
to help increase their understanding 
of the diverse urban ecology in which 
churches and other religious institutions 
are situated. The goal is to help students, 
teachers, scholars, church leaders, and 
others use knowledge of urban religion 
more effectively in ministry and 
practice.

Since 1986, the EMS Resource 
Center for Women in Ministry sought 
to expand the commitment to 
“Gender Justice” through conferences, 
other learning experiences, and 
fellowship events designed to support 
lay and ordained women of faith. The 
Resource Center serves as an organizing 
forum for concerns and needs of women 
within the NYTS constituency. In 
its mission to facilitate dialogue among 
women in ministry, it pays 
particular attention to women’s 
ministries in a variety of cultural 
contexts, including African-American, 
West Indian, European-American, 
Korean, and Latina. The Center hosts 
monthly gatherings throughout 
the course of the school year, and in 
June of each year sponsors one or 
more intensive courses and a conference. 
Programs of the Center are open to both 
men and women.
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the Master of DivinitY (MDiv) is a 90-credit graduate degree designed for women and men who are already 
serving full-time in ministry, who are bi-vocational, or who are contemplating a shift from a secular to a religious 
vocation. The MDiv is the standard graduate degree for professional ministry in the United States and Canada. It 
is designed to provide exposure in considerable depth to the broader range of theological disciplines in a manner 
that integrates theory and practice, or reflection and action.   

the Master of arts in Pastoral care anD counseling (MaPcc) is a 48-credit graduate degree designed to 
prepare women and men to provide professional pastoral care and counseling and to address the pastoral care 
and counseling needs of congregations and other communities within a contemporary global urban context.  The 
degree is designed both for those who are considering and those who are already engaged in some form of pastoral 
care and counseling ministry.  The curriculum integrates theological learning with psychological training in order 
to enhance both skill and understanding.  

the Master of arts in religious eDucation (Mare) is a 48-credit graduate degree designed to prepare men 
and women to administer and lead educational programs in churches, religious institutions, and other academic 
settings.  The program seeks to integrate several academic disciplines in a manner that contributes to the best 
educational practices in the field of religious education.  It includes foundational work in Bible, history and 
theology designed to enable students to develop a deeper understanding of their own historical and theological 
identity; and introductory and advanced course work in religious education that teaches specific skills while 
allowing students to deepen their understanding of the educational, cultural, and religious context in which they 
will serve. 

the Master of arts in religious leaDershiP anD aDMinistration (Marla) is a 48-credit graduate degree 
designed to prepare individuals for leadership and administrative positions and responsibilities in churches, 
religious institutions and faith-based organizations. The degree integrates foundational theological disciplines with 
the best management and leadership practices germane to faith-based institutions and non-profit organizations. 
Students can expect to acquire significant analytical and strategic skills, concepts and methodologies that will 
enhance and promote growth, stability and teamwork in a religious organizational context. Graduates can expect 
to be prepared to serve as executive ministers, managers, or administrators in leadership of faith-based or non-
profit organizations.

the Master of arts in Youth MinistrY (MaYM) is a 48-credit graduate degree designed to prepare 
individuals to serve in the area of youth ministry within congregations and other faith-based organizations. The 
program explores youth and young adult development, socialization, discipleship and spiritual formation 
primarily within an urban cultural context.  Drawing from a wide range of interdisciplinary research within the 
field of religious education, leadership studies, youth development and socialization, courses attend to the 
theological, educational, psychological and socio-cultural foundations of youth and young adult ministry. 

new York theological seMinarY
Master Degree ProgramsPlanneD electives (2019-2022)

Master of Arts in Pastoral Care and Counseling

• Professional Ethics        • Human Sexuality
• Pastoral Care in Multicultural Contexts     • Grief and Loss
• Biblical Models of Pastoral Care      • Pastoral Counseling Theories and Skill Development
• Human Growth and Development      • Crisis Intervention
• Family Systems Theory       • Drug Addiction

Master of Arts in Religious Education

• Educating and Leading a Multicultural     • Religious Education in a Multifaith Context
   Learning Organization       • Educating for Justice and Transformation
• Curriculum Design and Religious Education    • Religious Education in Korean Church Perspective (in Korean)
• Strategies for Effective Teaching      • Resources for Education in the Spanish-speaking
• Developmental Perspectives in Religious Education       Congregation (in Spanish)

Master of Arts in Religious Leadership and Administration

• Basic Accounting for Churches and      • Stewardship and Development
   Non-Profit Administration       • Organizational Management
• Business Law for Religious Organizations     • Strategic Planning and Mission Development

Master of Arts in Youth Ministry

• Psychology of Adolescence       • Human Sexuality and Faith Communities
• Theology and Urban Youth Ministry     • Youth and Family Ministries
• Pastoral Care with Urban Youth     • Youth Culture and Pedagogy
• Youth Chaplaincy Certification      • Youth Church and Crises

Note:  All courses are not guaranteed to be offered in the period prescribed.



  
course title                creDits 
area i:  biblical stuDies     13
Bible I:  Introduction to First Testament   4
Bible II:  Exegesis Practicum    2
Bible III:  Introduction to Second Testament  4
One additional Bible elective (at least 3 credits)  3
        
area ii:  christian thought anD traDition  20
Introduction to Theology    4
Church History I (to 1453 CE)    4
Church History II (1453 to 2000)   4 
Introduction to Christian Ethics   4
Church and Community Analysis   4
      
area iii:  Mission anD MinistrY stuDies  19
Critical Interpretation    4
Foundations of Ministry     4
Supervised Ministry I/II (2 fall / 2 spring)  4
Supervised Ministry III/IV (2 fall / 2 spring)  4
One additional elective in Preaching (at least 3 credits) 3
       
cross-area courses    8
Introduction to Theological Education   2
Practice of Prophetic Ministry    4
Credo      2
        
Total required credits    60
Free elective credits     30
ToTal crediTs for Mdiv degree   90

course title                            creDits

general theological stuDies    20
Introduction to Theological Education     2 
First Testament       4 
Exegesis       2 
Second Testament       4 
Introduction to Theology     4 
Modern Church History     4 

requireD creDits sPecific to religious eDucation   12
Introduction to Religious Education    4 
History and Philosophy of Religious Education     4 
Practicum with Capstone (2 credits each semester)   4 

aDDitional elective creDits in religious eDucation  12
Free elective credits       4

ToTal crediTs for Mare degree    48

course title                            creDits

general theological stuDies    20
Introduction to Theological Education     2 
First Testament       4 
Exegesis       2 
Second Testament       4 
Introduction to Theology     4 
Modern Church History     4 

requireD creDits sPecific to leaDershiP anD aDMinistration   12
Seminar in Leadership Theory and Practice   4
Christian Ethics       4
Practicum with Capstone (year-long)    4

aDDitional elective creDits in religious aDMinistration anD 
leaDershiP (Must be approved by advisor)    16

ToTal  crediTs for Marla degree    48

course title                            creDits

general theological stuDies    20
Introduction to Theological Education     2
First Testament       4
Exegesis       2
Second Testament       4
Introduction to Theology     4 
Modern Church History     4 

requireD creDits sPecific to Youth MinistrY    8 
Foundations of Youth and Young Adult Ministry   4 
Practicum with Capstone (year-long)    4 

aDDitional elective creDits in Youth MinistrY 
(must be approved by advisor)      12 

free elective creDits     8 
ToTal crediTs for MaYM degree     48 

course title    creDits

general theological stuDies      20  
Introduction to Theological Education       2 
First Testament         4 
Exegesis         2 
Second Testament         4 
Introduction to Theology       4 
Modern Church History       4 

requireD creDits sPecific to 
Pastoral care anD counseling      16 
Introduction to Pastoral Care and Counseling     4 
Psychology and Religion        4
Pastoral Diagnosis         4
Personality Theories         4

PracticuM with caPstone (2 credits each semester)   4 

aDDitional elective creDits in 
Pastoral care anD counseling                        8 

ToTal  crediTs for MaPcc degree:     48 crediTs

Suggested Schedule for Completing the Degree in 2 Years

Master of DivinitY Degree requireMents

Master of arts in Pastoral care anD counseling Degree requireMents

Master of arts in religious leaDershiP anD aDMinistration Degree requireMents

Suggested Schedule for Completing the Degree in 2 Years

Suggested Schedule for Completing the Degree in 2 Years

Suggested Schedule for Completing the Degree in 2 Years

Suggested Schedule for Completing the Degree in 4 Years

Master of arts in Youth MinistrY Degree requireMents

Master of arts in religious eDucation Degree requireMents

* indicates a required course for all MAs

* indicates a required course for all MAs

* indicates a required course for all MAs

* indicates a required course for all MAs


